September 10, 2014

a.m. tomorrow, September, 11, 2014,
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, and the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
the day; that following the prayer and
pledge, there be a moment of silence to
pay tribute to the thousands of Ameri-
cans whose lives were taken on Sep-
tember 11, 2001; that following any
Leader remarks, the Senate resume
consideration of the motion to proceed
to S. 2199 postcloture; that all time
during adjournment, recess or morning
business count postcloture to the mo-
tion to proceed to S. 2199; and finally
that the filing deadlines for first-de-
gree amendments to S.J. Res. 19 be 12
noon tomorrow, and second-degree
amendments be at 1 p.m. tomorrow
afternoon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection.

——————

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, ultimately
we hope to move forward on the pay-
check fairness act and vote on cloture
on the constitutional amendment early
tomorrow afternoon.

——————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask that it adjourn under the
previous order following the remarks of
Senator SESSIONS, which will last for 30
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

————

IMMIGRATION

Mr. SESSIONS. I thank the Presiding
Officer and appreciate the opportunity
to share some thoughts on an impor-
tant subject tonight.

Earlier this week I spoke about the
President’s promise that he would
issue an Executive amnesty, a grant of
amnesty to 5 or 6 million people by
some form of Executive order with his
own pen. The planned amnesty would
include work permits, photo ID’s, and
Social Security numbers for millions of
people who illegally entered the U.S.,
illegally overstayed their visas, or de-
frauded U.S. immigration authorities.

The Senate Democratic Conference
has supported and enabled the Presi-
dent’s actions and blocked—so far—
every effort to stop it. Not even one of
our Democratic colleagues has backed
the House legislation that would stop
this Executive amnesty or demanded
that Senator REID bring it up for a vote
at least. Every Senate Democrat is
therefore the President’s partner in his
planned lawless acts. Plainly the Presi-
dent must execute the law that was
passed by Congress, and the law does
not allow for unlawful immigrants to
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work in the U.S. It doesn’t allow for
many other things they are suggesting
the President may plan to do by Execu-
tive order.

Tonight I would like to talk about
the influence of special interests on our
nation’s immigration laws and how it
is creating unwise and unlawful poli-
cies. How did we get to the point where
elected officials, activist groups, the
ACLU, and global CEOs are openly
working to deny American workers the
immigration protections to which they
are legally entitled?

How did we get to the point where
the Democratic Party is prepared to
nullify and wipe away the immigration
laws of the United States of America?
And we are at that point, colleagues.

Just yesterday Majority Leader REID
wrote in a tweet something that was
shocking. He said:

Since House Republicans have failed to act
on immigration, I know the President will.
When he does, I hope he goes real big.

That is the majority leader of the
Senate. He intends to do nothing in the
Senate to stop the President’s actions.
But colleagues, we know better. This
body is not run by one man. We don’t
have a dictator in the great Senate.
Every Member has a vote. And the only
way Senator REID could do such a
thing to block this Senate from voting
in a way that would stop the Presi-
dent’s Executive actions is to not sup-
port him in his plan.

Every Senator needs to stand up and
represent their constituents, not big
business, not the ACLU, not activist
groups, not political interests but the
American interests, the workers’ inter-
ests. That is what we need to expect
from them, and we don’t have but a few
weeks, it looks like, to get it done.

Let this sink in for a moment. The
majority leader of the Senate is brag-
ging that he knows the President will
circumvent Congress to issue Execu-
tive amnesty to millions, and he is en-
couraging the President to ensure this
amnesty includes as many people as
possible. And the White House has ac-
knowledged that 5 to 6 million is the
number they are looking at.

Has one Senate Democrat stepped
forward to reject Mr. REID’s statement?
Has one Senate Democrat stepped for-
ward to say: I support the legislation
passed by the House of Representatives
that would secure the border and block
this Executive amnesty? Have they
ever said they support that? Have they
ever said: I will do everything in my
power to see that the House legislation
gets a vote in the Senate so the Amer-
ican people can know what is going on?
No. All we hear is silence.

In effect, the entire Senate Demo-
cratic Congress has surrendered the
jobs, wages, and livelihoods of their
constituents to a group of special in-
terests meeting in secret at the White
House—what Congress has refused to
pass and the American people have re-
jected. They are plotting at the White
House—maybe even more so today—to
move forward with Executive action
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anyway, no matter what the people
think, no matter what Congress, the
people’s House, votes on.

Politico reports that ‘“White House
officials conducted more than 20 meet-
ings in July and August with legal ex-
perts, immigration advocates and busi-
ness leaders to gather ideas on what
should be included in the order.”” Now
that is a quote from Politico. Twenty
meetings with legal experts, immigra-
tion advocates, and business leaders to
gather ideas on what should be in-
cluded in the President’s order. So who
are these so-called expert advocates
and business leaders? They are not the
law enforcement officers; they are not
our ICE officers; they are not our Bor-
der Patrol officers; they are not the
American working man and woman;
they are not unemployed Americans.
They weren’t in the room. You can be
sure of that. Their opinions weren’t
sought.

No, White House officials are meet-
ing with the world’s most powerful cor-
porate immigration lobbyists and ac-
tivists who think Border Patrol is for
the little people. We know better. The
administration is meeting with the
elite, the cosmopolitan set who scorn
and mock the concerns of everyday
Americans who are concerned about
their schools, jobs, wages, commu-
nities, and hospitals. These great and
powerful citizens of the world, we
know, don’t care much about old fash-
ioned things like national boundaries,
national sovereignty, immigration con-
trol, let alone the constitutional sepa-
ration of powers or even the consistent
and even-handed enforcement of plain
law, passed by the elected representa-
tives of the American people in due
fashion.

Well, don’t you get it? They believe
they are always supposed to get what-
ever it is they want. They are used to
that. They spend hundreds of millions
of dollars. In fact, one report says they
have spent $1.5 billion since 2007 trying
to pass their desired immigration bill—
$1.5 billion. They think whatever they
want is good for America. They tried
and tried and tried to pass the bill
through Congress, but the American
people said: No, no, no. So they decided
to just go to the President. They decide
to go to President Obama, and we will
insist that he implement these meas-
ures through Executive fiat. And Sen-
ate Democrats have apparently said:
Well, that is just a wonderful idea. We
support that. Just do it. Go big. But,
Mr. President, wait a little bit. Wait
until after the election. We don’t want
the voters to hold us accountable for
what you are doing. We want to pre-
tend we in the Senate have nothing to
do with it.

One of the groups that has joined the
chorus of special interests demanding
Executive action on immigration is
FWD.us, run by Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg. He just turned 30, and I
understand he is worth about $28 bil-
lion.

Mr. Zuckerberg has been very busy
recently. One of his fellow billionaires,
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